
 

Minutes of the 8th Annual General Meeting held at 

Cineworld, Parnell Street, Dublin 1 on the 23rd June 2015 at 

11.00 

Dublin City Centre BID Company Limited trading as DUBLINTOWN 

 

PRESENT: Ray Hernan (chairman); Ross Mc Mahon (secretary) 

PRESENT: As per the attached list of attendees. 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

PRESENT:  O’Connor Solicitors (Company Solicitors); Doody Crowley (Company 
Auditors) Chief Super Intendents Pat Leahy & Frank Clerkin 

 

Minutes: 

 

1. In accordance with article 14 of the Articles of Association the Chairman of the Board 

of Directors stood duly appointed to Chair the meeting. 

2. Chairman’s Welcome and Introduction 

a. The Chairman having first established that the necessary quorum was present 

then proceeded after first complying with the necessary fire safety 

requirements to welcome everyone to the meeting and the notice of meeting 

was taken as read. 

b. The Chairman thanked Cineworld for providing the venue and O’Brien’s for 

providing the breakfast. He also thanked Chief Superintendents Clerkin and 

Leahy for their attendance. 

c. The Chairman directed the members to his welcome message in the Annual 

Report and indicated that he was going to speak to just some of the major 

issues that would be facing the Company and its members in the future and 

stressed the importance of maintaining easy access to the BID area.   

3. The Chairman laid the minutes of the 2014 AGM before the meeting. 

a. Query was raised by Michael Burns as to whether the Gardaí were directors 

or not and the CEO clarified that they were not. 

b. The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Derek Mc Donnell 

and seconded by Noel Flynn.  There were no objections and the Chairman 

deemed that they were adopted. 

c. Director Mannix Flynn requested that it be noted that he understood that a 

number of businesses wished for the BID to be made a voluntary 

organisation.  

4. The CEO presented his report  

a. David McCormick of Weirs expressed his view that the raison d’etre of the 

Company was three pronged 1. Cleaning, 2. Safety 3. Promotion. He 

expressed the view that the marketing leg of this stool was disproportionately 

large and in his view that more effort needed to be put into cleaning.  

b. The C.E.O. responded to the points being made and confirmed that the 

budgets were as voted by the Members. If members wished to alter the 

budget allocations this could be raised with the Company.  



c. The Chair indicated the nature and makeup of the board and confirmed that 

bar the 2 councillors and 1 appointee from DCC executive that members of 

the board operated businesses of various guises within the bid area. 

i. Director Mannix Flynn objected to this comment and wanted it noted 

that although he did not operate a business within the area that he 

represented the concerns of many businesses and was proactive the 

city. 

5. The Chair then introduced Chief Superintendents Clerkin and Leahy and welcomed 

them to the meeting.  Both Chief Superintendents made presentations on policing 

within their districts on both the north and south sides of the city. 

6. Auditors Report – The Chair laid the report before the meeting and introduced the 

Auditor. 

a. Auditor proposed to take the report as read and there were no objections to 

this from the floor. 

b. Auditor confirmed that in his view the report gave a true and fair view of the 

company’s accounts and that no issue had come to his attention from his 

audit work that he believed should be brought to the attention of the 

members. 

c. Comments/ Queries from Floor re Accounts: 

i.  Question – Salaries – Re: note 4 – Auditor confirmed that the only 

figures that were required in the statutory accounts were the total 

figures. The CEO confirmed that the additional information sheet 

provided to the members set out the breakdown of those costs and as 

per standard management accounting practice, the various salary 

costs were assigned to the different departments.  

ii. Director Mannix Flynn raised a query in relation to the cleaners’ van 

and evening and daytime teams. CEO confirmed that these were 

outsourced to a facilities company and that they had been provided 

for in the accounts.   

iii. Kate O Niell questioned why the statutory accounts appeared to 

indicate that research and development had a nil value and that a 

figure of €58k appeared elsewhere. The CEO and auditor clarified the 

issue and confirmed that in the statutory accounts the reference 

relates to Research & Development which has a specific technical 

meaning.  This is not the same as consumer research which was 

undertaken by the Company and is properly shown in the detailed 

profit and loss account as research. 

iv. Kate O’ Niell criticised the covering of traffic boxes by the 

Company.  It was pointed out that the traffic boxes, which had been 

prone to graffiti, were covered with information panels.  These 

contained a copy of the Failte Ireland tourist map with a ‘you are 

here’ indication and historical information on the street.  These 

facilities are regularly used by tourists in the city.  

v. Jean Martin Deniau criticised the rebrand as Dublin Town which he 

considered to be a poor use of money.  His views were endorsed by 

Mannix Flynn. The CEO explained that the purpose of the rebrand 

was to facilitate the marketing of the city.  The rebrand was endorsed 

and praised by Martin Carpenter and Celine Gilmore.   

vi. Kate O’ Neill questioned the transparency of the BID vote.  It was 

pointed out by the Chair that the conduct of the plebiscite and the 

counting of votes was undertaken by Dublin City Council to the 



highest of standards by people of undisputed competence and 

integrity.  

d. In response to a question from Brendan Fagan, it was noted that the 

Company’s previous landlord had raised an invoice for additional service 

charges over a year after the Company had left its old premises.  While this 

invoice was provided for the in the accounts as an additional charge, the 

amounts involved were being disputed by the Company. 

7. Election of Directors 

a. Ciaran Tuite who was co-opted to the board stood for election in accordance 

with the articles. Proposed by Basil Good. Seconded by Lorcan O Connor. 

b. Greg Devitt was proposed by Lorcan O’ Connor and seconded by Lorcan 

Lynch. 

c. Clare Tynan was proposed by Lorcan O’ Connor and seconded by Conor 

O’Neill 

d. Col Campbell was proposed by Martin Carpenter and seconded by Michael 

Burns 

The election was put to the floor and passed in each case. 

8. Auditors reappointment-  

a. The reappointment of the auditors was proposed by Brendan Fagan and 

seconded by Noel Flynn.  There were no objections. 

b. On the proposal of Eileen Goold, it was agreed that that the directors set the 

auditors remuneration. 

9. Annual Budget.   

a. The CEO presented the annual budget, noting that there was no change in the 

levy charged between 2014 and 2015.  This was agreed by the members. 

10. AOB – Questions on notice  

a. A question was raised by Brendan Fagan, if any staff member had 

employment contracts extending beyond the current BID term.  It was noted 

that contracts noted the need for organisation to renew its mandate 

periodically.   

b. A second question from Brendan Fagan asked, that if in the case of the 

Company not renewing its mandate that no staff would receive a redundancy 

payment.  The Chair noted that the Company operated on the assumption that 

it will continue as a going concern.  If those circumstances were to change the 

board would consider all relevant matters at that time. 

c. Mary Costello opined that a number of businesses believed that the BID 

should be made a voluntary organisation.  It was noted by the Chair that the 

organisation was established in accordance with the Local Government 

(Business Improvement District) Act 2006 and that there was no provision 

for a voluntary structure.  Other members present expressed the view that 

there was no alternative to the BID Company and that voluntary structures 

were not fair as it was found in the past that many businesses would not 

contribute to promotions such as Christmas lights.  

d. Brendan Fagan raised a question on sponsorship.  The Chair noted that the 

identity of all sponsors is included on all promotion literature for events.  It 

was confirmed that Thornton’s and First Ireland had not sponsored events 

during the year.   



e. A number of members expressed the opinion that it was incumbent on board 

members to act in the best interests of the company and to avoid conflicts of 

interest.   

11. There being no further business the meeting the meeting was closed. 

 

 

 

 

 


